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Press release 
 

Ready for the future: 

The NRC Group is now known as Nordmann 

 

Hamburg, 19 March 2019: The multinational chemical distribution company known 

as The NRC Group has repositioned its brand and is now operating under the uniform 

brand name Nordmann. This step is part of a new and holistic, future-oriented 

strategy that the distributor of chemical and natural raw materials – as well as 

specialty chemicals – has taken up in response to changes in the global market. 

Nordmann has also introduced big changes before, such as the acquisition of the 

multinational Melrob Group at the end of 2017 which strengthened Nordmann’s 

business operations in Europe, the Asia-Pacific region and North America. “Expanding 

our international presence and repositioning ourselves under the unified Nordmann 

brand were the next two logical steps in our development as an internationally 

successful group of companies,” explains Dr. Gerd Bergmann, Managing Director of 

Nordmann, Rassmann GmbH. “This move makes sure we stay the internationally 

well-positioned, modern and recognizable distribution company that our suppliers 

and customers need – and it provides us with a solid foundation for a successful 

future.” 

The new corporate strategy entails that in future, all of its associated companies will 

be presenting themselves under one name: Nordmann. With the shared slogan 

“Knowledge in action”, a new logo and a revised, universally applied corporate design 

scheme, the aim is to give the company a more modern, dynamic and uniform 

appearance in order to increase its visibility on the market. The group’s flexibility and 

local operations will remain unchanged, as each of Nordmann’s 26 companies is 

keeping its independence and organizational structure. In this way Nordmann 

remains a strong partner who is economically independent and long-term oriented. 

Nordmann’s core business continues to be the distribution of chemical and natural 

raw materials in addition to specialty chemicals. What is new, however, is the goal of 

emphasizing and making more of Nordmann’s international presence. Nordmann’s 

revamped and universal look will better highlight the connection between all of its 

subsidiaries and the resulting advantages this has in store for business partners. 
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About us  

Nordmann is a leading multinational chemical distribution company. With subsidiaries 

in Europe, Asia and North America, Nordmann distributes natural and chemical raw 

materials, additives and specialty chemicals around the world. As a sales and 

marketing organization, Nordmann links suppliers from across the globe to customers 

throughout the manufacturing industry. Nordmann staffs a total of 440 employees 

and achieved €440 million in turnover in 2017. 

 

Contact 

Britta Riemann 

Business Manager Marketing & Communication  

Nordmann, Rassmann GmbH 

Kajen 2, 20459 Hamburg, Germany 

Phone: +49 40 36 87 344 

britta.riemann@nordmann.global  

www.nordmann.global  

mailto:britta.riemann@nordmann.global
http://www.nordmann.global/
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Press release 
 

European Coatings Show 2019:  

Nordmann presents tailor-made solutions for the coatings and inks 

industry 

Hamburg, 19 March 2019:  From 19 to 21 March 2019, Nordmann – together with 

its co-exhibitors Arakawa, Aramco Chemicals, Elachem, Honeywell, KaMin, NYACOL 

and SNCZ – will be welcoming interested visitors at Stand 4-640 in Hall 4.  

"With commitment and creativity and a broad portfolio, we support our customers in 

perfecting their formulations. Together with our suppliers and partners, we stand for 

quality, reliability and consulting competence," says Heidi Hinrichs, Sales Director 

Coatings & Construction Germany at Nordmann, Rassmann GmbH. Nordmann is 

represented at the ECS with two strong own brands. Norstar is a starch ether for 

improved smoothing putty, Norblack a special carbon black pigment for the coatings 

industry. These are just some of the highlights that Nordmann will be presenting at 

the trade fair.   

An overview of the most exciting new products from Nordmanns co-exhibitors:  

o Arakawa: The ARKON™ series of water-light hydrocarbon resins stands for 

state-of-the-art quality both as tackifiers and for transparent product 

applications.  

o Aramco Chemicals: The innovative CO2-based Converge® polyols for the 

CASE sector allow high flexibility in the formulation of high-quality 

polyurethane-based coatings, adhesives, sealants and elastomers.  

o Elachem: The Italian co-exhibitor invites visitors to its stand to experience 

the latest technology in application with its Elapol polyester polyols.  

o Honeywell: Honeywell provides information about PE and PP wax additives 

and copolymers as well as Cohesa® – functional wax-in-water emulsions. 

o KaMin: Kaolin KaMin®, calcined by a unique process, reduces application costs 

and significantly improves the optical properties of coatings and inks. 

o NYACOL: The specialist for nanoscale materials focuses on a new line of 

colloidal zirconium brines with yttrium-stabilized zirconium.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nordmann Press Release 19.03.2019    2 

 

o SNCZ: Co-exhibitor at ECS, SNCZ will focus on presenting its particularly 

environmentally friendly corrosion protection pigments. 

Heidi Hinrichs sums up the offer: "Together with our partners, we develop efficient 

and tailor-made solutions for our customers, that are ready to use. We look forward 

to present our innovative portfolio to you at the European Coatings Show 2019".  

The experts of Nordmann as well as their co-exhibitors are looking forward to 

welcoming you at booth 4-640 (hall 4). 
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Water-white hydrocarbon resis for 
high-performance adhesive formulations

Nordmann,  
Rassmann GmbH

Kajen 2 
20459 Hamburg 
Germany

Phone: +49 40 3687-0 
Fax: +49 40 3687 249

info@nordmann.global 
www.nordmann.global

ARKONTM is a premier water-white hydrocarbon 
resin and the world’s first hydrogenated hydrocar-
bon resin. It was developed by Arakawa Chemical 
Industries Ltd. in Japan and has been produced in 
Germany too ever since Arakawa opened its manu-
facturing site in Böhlen in 1999. ARKONTM’s color-
less and transparent character is especially suita-
ble for use in light-colored products. The excellent 
UV and thermal stability of ARKONTM maintains the 
product’s performance over extended periods. AR-
KONTM is produced with the most advanced quali-
ty-control systems in order to ensure its success in a 
wide variety of applications.

ARKONTM has been used successfully for many years 
in hot melt and hot melt pressure-sensitive adhesi-
ves. 

Solvent-free systems represent a significant seg-
ment in the adhesive market. Waterborne adhesi-
ves, HMA and HMPSA are commonly considered as 
substitutes for solvent-based adhesives. ARKONTM 
hydrogenated hydrocarbon resin is often the tacki-
fier of choice, due to its excellent thermal stability 
and high degree of compatibility.

ARKONTM is often used as a tackifier for adhesives 
in sanitary goods such as diapers and feminine care 
napkins. Its outstanding performance is supported 
by excellent com-patibility with various elastomers, 
its water-white color and lack of odor.

As illustrated in the table, the choice of resin – in 
this case in a metallocene hotmelt formulation – is 
crucial for adhesive performance.  

The influence on the adhesive performance of se-
lec-ted resins with different chemistry in a formu-
lation was investi-gated. The results are reported 
below. 

Formulation: 
Ethene -1-octene copolymer (density: 0.874 g/cm3) 
/ Resin / Wax / AO = 50 / 30 / 19.5 / 0.5 wt parts

The findings indicate that ARKONTM products pre-
sent a good compromise between processability, 
adhesive strength and sheer strength.

Arakawa Group is clearly focused on high-value ap-
plica-tions such as adhesives, and plans to underline 
this 
commitment by opening a third ARKONTM produc-
tion site located in Japan.

Arakawa Europe, Nordmann, Rassmann GmbH’s long-term supplier for high-per-
formance hydro carbon resins, will be co-exhibiting at NRC’s booth again at the 2019 
European Coatings Show.

ARKON™
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Distributed in Germany.

Properties ARKONTM 
P-100 DCPD Resin C5 Resin

Neat resin softening point (°C) 100 105 100

Viscosity at 180 °C (mPas) 1530 1703 1640

180° peel adhesive strength at 23 °C Alu/Alu (N/20mm) 10,5 13 11,5

Holding power/failure time at 62 °C, 1 kg load Alu/Alu (min.) 192 31 68

Peel strength Alu/Kraft (N/20mm) 9 12 11

Holding power/failure time at 62 °C, 1 kg load Alu/Kraft (min.) 280 39 76

SAFT (°C) 82 80 81

PAFT (°C) 43 44 44



Innovative CO2-based polyols for CASE  
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Aramco’s CO2-based Converge® polyols are a high-
performance option for polyurethane CASE applica-
tions that meet the growing global demand for sus-
tainable chemical products. The polyols, which in-
corporate up to 40% CO2 by weight, are compatible 
with conventional polyether and polyester polyols, 

allowing for a wide range of formulation flexibility. 
In polyurethane cast elastomers, Converge® polyols 
have demonstrated improved tensile strength over 
competitive materials as well as excellent hydrolytic 
stability in general CASE applications. 

Since 2014, NRC has been active in the sales and marketing of Aramco’s innovative  
CONVERGE® polyols to the German CASE market (coatings, adhesives, sealants, elas-
tomers). 

Converge®
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Distributed in Germany.
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Elastomers produced with Converge® polyols offer improved tensile strength and elongation relative to polyether/polyester-derived 
materials, and significantly improve hydrolytic stability compared to polyester systems. Converge polyols are also compatible with 
polyether and polyester polyols, and can be added to formulations to bolster performance.  



Elachem:  
polyester polyols become tailor-made
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Elachem’s history has allowed them to become a 
market leader with an annual production volume of 
over 65,000 tons and satisfied business partners all 
over the world. The company’s flagship are labora-
tories of the latest genera-tion, which together put 
Elachem in a position to fully control its manufactu-
ring processes, starting from initial product design 
and finishing with application testing. 

Customers are welcome to see the impact Elachem’s 
cutting-edge technology can have on product port-
folios with their own eyes. To schedule a visit on-
site, please contact the team at Nordmann, Rass-
mann GmbH.  

Distributed in Germany. 

Elachem S.p.A. was founded in the Italian town of Vigevano in 2001 and specializes in the 
production of polyurethane systems for the footwear industry. With an increase in pro-
duction volume for polyurethane systems and the aim of becoming even more competi-
tive in the market, Elachem decided to integrate backwards and now has a plant for the 

production of saturated polyester resins. These products are designed according to the needs of speci-
fic industry sectors and are produced with the quality guarantee of Elachem’s long-term experience.  
Nordmann, Rassmann GmbH manages the distribution of these products in Germany. 

Polyester polyols
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Honeywell’s pigments lead the way 
for many applications   
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Materials for safety and novelty applications
Visual afterglow can show the way to safety – e.g. 
identifying emergency exits – and also be a distinc-
tive, intriguing and useful product feature. Materi-
als that give off light in the dark without the need 
for electrical power make unique applications and 
effects possible, and Honeywell sells powders and 
masterbatches that let product formulators innova-
te in the market. Applications range from lighting for 
exits, aisles and stairwells to safety gear, equipment 
handles and toys to distinctive and useful shoes, 
apparel and outdoor gear. Colors include green, blue 
and red, with afterglow times lasting up to several 
hours. 

Materials for security and processing
• Inorganic fluorescent particles  

Many inorganic fluorescent particles can be exci-
ted by UV light and typically emit visible light or 
invisible IR light. Others (called upconverters) can 
be excited by IR light to emit in the visible light 

range. Inorganic particles can be incorporated in 
both inks and paper. They are also particularly 
resistant to high temperature processes such as 
plastic extrusion and lamination.  

• Organic fluorescent pigments and dyes
Generally, organic fluorescent pigments and dyes 
have low specific gravity and very good bright-
ness. They have been used for many years in con-
ventional printing inks and coatings or paints. 
Certain organic pigments perform well in lamina-
tion processes, and certain fluorescent pigments 
and dyes have spectrally narrow, bright-light 
emission that can be used for effective machine 
detection. Such line emitters can be used with 
proprietary detectors to discriminate them from 
conventional UV materials for enhanced security. 
Honeywell’s fluorescent dyes and pigments can 
be suitable for inkjet inks and printing processes.

High-security solutions
The most complex, high-security applications ty-
pically use a combination of security features and 
need multiple detection methods. Honeywell has 
created many customized lock-and-key solutions 
with varying levels of security. 

Whatever the application, Honeywell can help cus-
tomers find the exact solution they need – including 
all the necessary taggants and detection hardware. 
Honeywell’s knowledge and experience gives com-
panies the support they need to make counterfeits 
practically impossible.

Honeywell is known for its Lumilux® brand of photoluminescent pigments, but also 
carries the world’s broadest range of fluorescent and phosphorescent pigments. 
These materials cover a significant range of excitation wavelengths, from UV to in-

frared radiation in various shades of blue, green, yellow, orange and red. The variety of colors available 
makes it easy to meet different application requirements, and partnering with The NRC Group guarantees 
the reliability of products and supply chains. 

Lumilux®
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Distributed in Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Serbia, the Slovak Republic and 
Slovenia.  



Using KaMin® 2000C and oil absorption to 
optimize paint performance
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The calcination process improves the whiteness and 
brightness of the crude kaolin, but also causes the 
kaolin particles to agglomerate into discrete groups 
that incorporate air interfaces between them. As a 
result, calcined kaolin is more effi  cient at scattering 
light than standard kaolin, even though the refrac-
tive index is almost identical. The average particle 
size of these discrete groups and the volume of the 
air interfaces determine the oil absorption of the 
pigment and strongly correlate with several critical 
paint performance characteristics. Therefore, the oil 
absorption of the calcined kaolin plays a major role 
in determining the performance of a fi nal paint for-
mulation. 

In general, calcined kaolins with higher oil absorp-
tion perform better with regard to optical properties 

(color, opacity, etc.). However, calcinated kaolin pro-
ducts with lower oil absorption perform better with 
regard to durability properties such as scrub resis-
tance and stain resistance. KaMin® 2000C is a dis-
tinctive product in the marketplace, providing opti-
cal advantages versus coarser competitive calcined 
products, while allowing formulators to achieve the 
best balance of color, opacity and durability, often 
while reducing overall raw material cost.  

KaMin’s calcined kaolin products are available in a 
range of particle sizes and oil absorptions, allowing 
formulators the fl exibility of choosing the best ba-
lance of properties for their particular needs.  

Calcined kaolin is commonly used as an extender in many architectural 
paint formulations. A longstanding partner of The NRC Group’s, KaMin 

utilizes a unique calcination process to produce a mineral that is eff ective at increasing opacity – especially 
in high-PVC, low-sheen paints. KaMin will be co-exhibiting with The NRC Group at the 2019 ECS.

KaMin® 70C, KaMin® 300C, KaMin® 2000C
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High oil absorption calcined clay

Large pore size 
=> inefficient use of binder 

KaMin® 2000C

Small pore size 
=> efficient use of binder

Calcined clay 

Binder

Calcined clay particle 
size and pore size can 

play a large role in how 
a paint performs. 

KaMin 2000C is enginee-
red to maximize binder 

efficiency.
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Distributed in Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Norway, Poland, 
Romania, Serbia, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Sweden and Switzerland.
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• KaMin® 70C is a standard particle size, moderate 
oil absorption calcined kaolin. It provides an ac-
ceptable balance of optical and durability pro-
perties at an economical price point.  

• KaMin®  300C is an ultrafine particle size calci-
ned kaolin with high oil absorption. It provides the 
most opacity in formulations where PVC is signi-
ficantly higher than the critical PVC. 

• KaMin® 2000C is an ultrafine calcined kaolin 
with an oil absorption in between that of 70C 
and 300C. It provides excellent color and impro-
ved durability properties when directly compared 
with many other ultrafine calcined kaolin pro-
ducts available. 

While KaMin offers the entire range of calcined ka-
olin products on the European paint and coatings 
market, many customers have success using KaMin® 
2000C. When replacing a high oil absorption, ultra-
fine calcined kaolin with KaMin® 2000C, formula-
tors may be able to reduce binder solids as much as 
15%, achieving the same final paint performance at 
a significantly lower overall raw material cost. 

For further details concerning KaMin® 2000C and 
other KaMin products, please visit the 2019 ECS 
(Hall 4, Stand 4-640) or contact The NRC Group’s 
product experts directly. 



Yttria-stabilized zirconia from NYACOL®
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NYACOL® yttria-stabilized zirconia for thermal 
barrier coatings
NYACOL® is introducing a new line of colloidal zirco-
nia sols for various applications. The pure ZrO2 sols 
are supplied at 20 and 50 nanometers and 20% 
ZrO2. These materials are supplied in monoclinic 
form and can be used in high-refractive index coa-
tings, thermal barrier coatings, high-temperature 
binders and coatings to improve the thermal resis-
tance of refractory bricks.

Yttria-stabilized zirconia is available as ZRYS4 (4 
mol % Y2O3) and ZRYS8 (8 mol % Y2O3). These sols 
are 30 nanometers in mean size and 20% solids. 
They are supplied in cubic form.

All of the zirconia products can be supplied as spray-
dried powders, or as spray-dried and calcined pow-
ders.

NYACOL® has been partnering with The NRC Group for 30 years. As a specialist 
manu-facturer of nanoscale materials, NYACOL®’s products are used in many 
different types of coatings applications.

ZR 20/20, ZR 50/20, ZRYS4, ZRYS8
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Nyacol®

product
Specific
gravitiy % ZrO2

Particle 
size 
(nm)

pH Phase

ZR 
20/20

1.2 20 20 3
mono-
clinic

ZR 
50/20

1.2 20 50 3
mono-
clinic

Nyacol®

product
Specific
gravitiy

% 
solids

Z-Average
size pH Phase

ZRYS4 1.2 20 30 4 cubic

ZRYS8 1.2 20 30 4 cubic

Distributed in Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Romania, Serbia, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Sweden and Switzerland.
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